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Peter therefore was kept in priſon, but 
prayer was made without ceaſing of 


the church, unto God for him. 


7 NERO D, a perſecutor of the church, 


ſtretched forth his hand to vex ſome 


on its members, and he killed James 


the brother of John with the ſword ; 
and becaule he ſaw that it pleaſed the 
Jews, he proceeded farther to take Peter alſo. 
He committed him to priſon, chained him ta 
two other perſons, and gave him in charge to 
ſixteen ſoldiers, who were four at a time night 
and day to be keeping watch 'over him. And 
after Zaſter he intended to have put him to death; 
but on the very night before his execution, Pe- 
ter is wonderfully delivered, contrary to Here's 


purpoſe, the priſoner's hopes, and the keepers 


intentions. By what means was this brought 
about? By the church's prayers. From the 


time Peter was apprehended, prayers were made 


without ceaſing for him; and when the faithful 
knew his execution was fixed for the next day, 
they were reſolved to wreſtle all night with God 
in prayer for him. Accordingly they beſiege the 
throne of grace with their earneſt and hearty 
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requeſts for Peter's deliverance, and they are 
heard. While they are praying God gives in 


the priſoner among them, as an anſwer to their 


prayers. 
Upon this fact I will make ſome practical re 
marks, for the uſe of God's people at this time. 


What I ſhall offer at preſent relates only to true 


believers, and J hope God will put it into their 
hearts to hear me with profit and improvement 
to their ſouls. My brethren, you fee the dif- 
treſt ſtate of our affairs. All Europe is in 
confuſion, our affairs are unſettled at home, 
and we are at war abroad, and with enemies 
who boaſt themſelves in their victories and con- 
queſts. But the deareſt thing to us is in mc 
danger. The proteſtant religion is ready to be 
deſtroyed, and the Lord ſeems to have given us 
up to our bloody perſecutors. Look around 
you, you ſee no proſpect of deliverance by any 
human means: what courſe then ſhall we take! 
Whither ſhall we go for help? God muit be our 
only refuge. If we can truſt in him for deliver- 
ance, . he will deliver us : and if we have any 
truſt in him, we ſhall certainly expreſs it in 
prayer. And for our encouragement to pray, 
and to expect a bleſſing upon our prayers, let 
us meditate upon the hiſtory before us; and may 
God ſo direct me to ſpeak, and you to hear, 
that we may pray without ceaſing, as they did 
in the text, until our ſucceſs be like theirs. O 
that God would pour down upon us the ſpirit of 
prayer and ſupplication, and make us a praying 
people, until he delivet us from all our enemies, 
and make us an happy people. To this end, let 
us conſider ſome of the chief Practical uſes to be 

made of the text. And 
Firſt, 
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Ire Firſt, we may remark, That whenever the 
in faithful are in any great danger or trouble, if 
eir MW God intends to deliver them, he puts it into their 


hearts to pray for deliverance. We have many 
examples of this in ſcripture, and many expreſs 
paſſages, whereon to ground this doctrine, We are 
never able to pray aright without God's aſſiſtance. 
It is the office of the © Holy Spirit to help our 
« infirmities; for we know not, ſays the apo- 
« ſtle, what we ſhould pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for us.“ 
Rom. viii. 26. He helpeth our infirmities before 
| we pray, by letting us ſee our wants, and he 
helpeth us in praying, by enabling us to pray 
with faith, and to aſk what he knows our hea- 
venly father will grant us. Thus he put it into 
| their hearts to pray without ceaſing for Peter's 
| deliverance. It he had not helped their infirmi- 
ties, every circumſtance made ſo much againſt 
them, that they could have had no hopes from 
their prayers. But he ſtrengthened their faith, 
and they looked beyond all difficulties. They 
ſaw a way open- for Peter to eſcape, notwith- 
ſtanding Herod's cruelty, the ſtrictneſs and num- 
ber of the guard, the cloſeneſs of the priſon, and 
the nearneſs of Peter's death. They knew God 


y was able, and they believed it would be for his 
A glory, to deliver him, and therefore they prayed 
d without ceaſing. as 

0 My brethren, do you find yourſelves ſtirred 


up much to prayer in the preſent troubleſome 
times? Are your hearts greatly diſpoſed to pray, 

that God would put an end to theſe troubles, 
and to preſerve to us the bleſſings of the pro- 
teſtant religion? Do you ſpend much time with 
God, do you Wee with him in prayer, reſolved 
not 


(6) 
not to let him go,” until he hear and anſwer ? 
If this be the caſe, we ſhall certainly be preſerved, 
H the Lord's people be led out into fervent and 
earneſt prayer, if they pray often alone, and of. 
ten with one another, for the peace of our Je- 


rufalem, then we need not deſpair. Though all 


things make againſt us, as they did in Peter's 
cate, yet if God put it into our hearts to pray for 
dehverance, as he did into the hearts of the faith- 
ful then, we may promiſe ourſelves the like bleſſed 
anſwer to our prayers, which they met with. 

And this is my /econd practical remark. The 
prayer of faith never returns without a bleſſing. 
Peter is kept chained in priſon, his enemies 
many, his friends few — his enemies have all 
earthly power in their hands to deſtroy him — his 
friends have only God to apply to for his deliver- 
ance, and to him they go. His enemies plot, 
his friends pray. Their plot againſt Peter's life 
humanly ſpeaking could not be defeated — to 
morrow he muſt die; but prayer brought down 
God to his aſſiſtance. The priſon doors were 
ſafely ſnut, but prayer opened the doors of hea- 
ven: and God, to let us ſee the power of prayer, 
ſent him to his friends while they were praying, 
as if God had ſaid — There (ſince you will take 
no denial) there he is, thus plainly pointing out 
the means of his deliverance. The prayer of 
Elijah had the ſame ſucceſs. He could open and 
ſhut heaven. And if the prayer of one righte- 
ous man could avail ſo much, what could not 
the joint prayer of many righteous men do? 
It would bear down all before it, and prevail in 
heaven and earth. It would reach up to God, 
and lie before the throne of his grace, and never 


depart without its anſwer; and when anſwered, 


it 
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it would come down with authority, and force 
all human power to ſubmit. The ſcripture every 
| where ſpeaks of the efficacy of prayer. The pro- 
miſe of God to it is very encouraging. Call up- 
| « on me in the time of trouble, ſo will I hear thee, 
« and thou ſhalt praiſe me.” I will give thee reaſon 
to praiſe me, by delivering thee from thy trouble. 
And God has ever fulfilled this promiſe. There 
is not an inſtance in ſcripture of the church's 
joining in a common petition to God, but he 
always heard and anſwered it. And indeed how 
& ſhould it fail of ſucceſs, being indited by the 
Holy Spirit, and preſented by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
E perfumed with the ſweet incenſe of his merits ? 
lt then becomes the prayer of Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſell. He preſents it as his own, and how can 
God the father reject the prayer of his beloved 
= ſon? So far from rejecting it, he repreſents it to 
be as delightful to him as the moſt fragrant odors 
are to us. For thus St. John ſpeaking of our 
Lord under the character of the angel of the co- 
venant, ſays (Rev. viii.) — “ There was given 
= <© unto him much incenſe, that he ſhould offer 
E © 1t with the prayers of the ſaints upon the gol- 
den altar, which was before the throne, and 
E © the ſmoke of the incenſe which came with the 
E © prayers of the ſaints aſcended up (with accept- 
E © ance) before God out of the angel's hand.” 
Leet your prayers aſcend up with the ſweet- ſmell- 
ing ſavour of his merits, and you have his word 
of promiſe, that whatever you ſhall aſk the father 
in his name, you ſhall receive. 
Now my chriſtian friends and brethren (for to 
ſuch only I am now ſpeaking) ſince you are con- 
vinced of theſe truths, are you careful to practiſe 
them ? Let us look back, and gach of us examine 
a our 
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our own conſciences. How much time have we 
ſpent of this day in prayer for the diſtreſſes of 
our fellow creatures? Many are in priſon, have 
we prayed for them? Several chriſtians are in 
diſtreſs, our reformed brethren perſecuted in 
France, our brethren in blood as well as in faith 
ſuffering in America, the chriſtian world in war 
and contuſion, and the proteſtant intereſt nearly 
deſtroyed ; have we been earneſt with God this 
day in prayer, that he would put an end to all 
_ theſe calamities ? How juſtly may God leave us 
deſtitute of his help, if we have not been plead- 
ing with him for help for others? And if there 

be any one of us whoſe conſcience now informs 
him, that he has not ſympathiſed and ſuffered this 
day with all the ſuffering members of Chriſt, 
Jet ſuch a man now humble himſelf and ſay, 0 
Lord, do not excommunicate me out of the 
hearts of thine for my coldneſs towards them: 
how ſhall I expect help from others prayers, who 
have been wanting in my prayers for them? 
Where was my fervent brotherly love, that 
1 would not do that for a brother, which |! 
owe to an enemy, viz. to pray for him. 0 
Lord forgive the offence of thy ſervant, and 
pour down upon me the ſpirit of prayer and ſup- 
plication. This done, reſolve not to cloſe your 
eyes this night, until you have improved your 
intereſt in God. You have a key that will open 
any lock, let no chriſtian lie in chains by you, 
either in bodily or ſpiritual chains. If he be 
ſick, pray him into health: If poor, pray him 
rich. If troubled in mind, pray him into com- 
fort. It is for want of our prayers, that men lie 
ſo long under their burdens. If we would jointly 
commend them unto God, he would either . 
| them, 


e ee 
them, or what is the ſame, he would ſanctify 
and ſweeten the affliction, and make it as great 
a bleſſing as à deliverance. If you can do nothing 
elſe, pray for your brethren. You may not have 
other means of helping them, but the pooreſt 
chriſtian has an intereſt with God, and if he uſe 
it in prayer, it will do them and him a real ſervice : 
for prayer in this caſe for others is a clearer evi- 
dence of grace, than prayer for ourſelves, 
Since the times then ſo loudly call upon us, 
let us join in prayer for all thoſe that are troubled 
in mind, body, or eſtate; and that we may ap- 
pear as the members of one body, actuated by 
the ſame ſpirit under one head, let us all agree, 
at whatever diſtance we may happen to be, at 
one and the ſame hour to meet together at the 
throne of grace. And what hour can we pitch 
upon more proper for this ſacred employment, 


and more free from worldly avocations, than. 


from eight o'clock to nine on the Lord's-Day 
evening ? The attendance upon the public offices 
of the day is then over. The mind is collected 
and ſerious. By what more likely. means can 


ve hope to keep it in the ſame ſweet frame, than 


to cloſe the day with an act of devotion? If 
God's people would enter into an holy league, 
and oblige themſelves to ſpend this part of the 
day in their ſeveral cloſets during theſe trouble- 
ſome times, they would infallibly ſucceed in their 
petitions. Tell me, whenever the church's joint 
prayers did miſcarry, in what place, in what caſe, 


or for what people ? There is not an inſtance, 


wherein they failed. Prayers have been made 


for men in the church (good men and bad) and 


for men out of the church — and they have ſuc- 
B ceeded. 
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ceeded. Prayers have been made by land and 
upon the ſea, and with ſucceſs — - they have pre-' 
vailed above-ground, under- ground, in dens and 
caves, and dungeons. Prayers have relieved 
dying men, poor mien, priſoners, and captives ; j 
they have been made for men againſt temptations 

Fx ſorrows, againſt the rage of perſecutors and 
devils, and they have prevailed. And why ſhould 
not prayer be as omnipotent now, as it has been 
formerly ? Suppoſe our national fins cry aloud 
for vengeance, let our prayers cry louder for 
mercy. When one Elijab ſtood up for {tiff- 
necked Iſrael, and one Amos for rebellious 742 
dah, God ſhewed mercy ; and Elijah and Ames 
were men of like paſſions with us: encouraged 
by their ſucceſs, let us be importunate at the 
throne of grace, while God allows us an hour 
for prayer. And let none of us be diſcoufaged 
as if it was too late; our danger indeed is great, 
but while God calls in his word, it is not too 
late to call to him in prayer. He often ſees men 
ſinking, before he comes to their help. Our 
extremity is his opportunity. When Peter is 
within a few hours of death, then is God's time 
to deliver him. 

But perhaps ſome of you may ſay, I have been 
praying and waiting long, and yet ſee no ſuc- 
ceſs. So did the church. They pray for Peter 
week after week, without ceaſing night or day, 

| and till the priſon is ſhut and his chains are on. 
And now they have bat one night more to wait, 
and they wait and pray, until Peter comes in a- 
mong them. If then we have but one day, or 
one hour more to ſpend, let us ſpend it in prayer, 
not doubting but the (p60 that heareth uff 
Will 
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will anſwer. Deliverance will come, be it at the 
laſt hour, if the prayer of faith wait for it. Ex- 
perience, and the word of God, prove it ever 
was ſo, and it ever ſhall, Diſpute not then, 
only believe. Go and open thy wants to God 
as thy reconciled father, 'aſk a ſupply of Chriſt 
God-man, thy ſaviour and mediator, through 
God the Holy Ghoſt as the inditer of thy prayers. 
Set thy faith to work. Before thou begin, ſay 
with the prophet, I will call and the Lord will 
anſwer; and when thou haſt finiſhed, believe 


that in due time and manner thou ſhalt be an- 


ſwered. Thus pray, let faith enter into thy ſuit, 


and end, and ſubſcribe it, and God will as ſoon 


deny himſelf, as deny thee thy heart's defire. 


But this point deſerves farther conſideration. 


Many ſerious, well-meaning perſons are very 
apt to be diſcouraged at God's delay in granting 
[ 


eir requeſts. Let us go to the hiſtory before 
us for light into this particular, and let this be 


the third practical uſe to be made of the text. 
The church had been long at prayers, but God 


did not anſwer till the laſt hour. That was his 


time, which is always the beſt. If he does not 
anſwer immediately, he delays for wiſe and good 
reaſons. He would remind us of our former 
behaviour to him. How often did he call by 


mercies, by judgments, and by his word, but 


we would not hear. He prayed us again and 
again to leave our ſins, and come 0 but 
we would not anſwer, therefore it is a juſt re- 
proof, that we ſhould call, and not be heard. 


God ſeems not to hear, to ſpur us on to pray 


the more earneſtly. He ſeems deaf, that we 
might ſpeak out, and flaw that we might be ear- 
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2 T hus Daniel interprets it in the ninth chap- 
God defers and elays, ſays he, but it is 

oe to try me, therefore he Preys with more 
warmth and fervour, O Lord hear, O Lord for- 
« give, OLord hearkenand do, defer not for thine | 
& own ſake, Omy God. And he goes on praying 
with ſo.much vehemence, that while he was yet 
ſpeaking the angel Gabriel is ſent unto him with 
an anſwer. Though God delay, yet he will an- 
ſwer. And if his delays: begin to diſcourage us, 
let us ſtudy the courſe of his providence, and be 
comforted to wait on. Behold how the huſband- 
man waits. He does not think of ſowing and 
. reaping the ſame day. But his corn lies buried 
for ſome time, and dies, yea it grows down- 
ward, before it ſhoots upward; and when it is 
up, it receives many a check, yet ſtill he waits, 
| becauſe he hath experience. So muſt we. When 
we have ſown our ſeed, and our prayers ſeem to 
be buried and dead, and all things appear worſe 
with us after prayer, than they were before, yet 
we ſhould wait, and learn experience from our 
own and other mens ſucceſs. Never was the ſeed 
of prayer ſown, but there was a crop, although 
it was a late harveſt. 
I wiſh the harveſt was come, ſays one, I have 
been praying long, and without ſucceſs. How 
long have you prayed? Abraham prayed thirty 
years for a child; 1/aac prayed twenty, but their 
Prayers were heard at laſt. How long did the 
faithful pray for the incarnation of the lord of 
life? — four thouſand years before he came. 
And yet he did come; therefore pray on. 
But you have uſed all means, prayed your- 
ſelf, got others to Pray for you, and yet you 
| © have 
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have no anſwer . And might not Peter have ſaid 


che ſame; there was not a chriſtian in Jeruſalem, 
bur han been praying for himy and yer {kill he 


But you think matters go worſe with you, 
the more you pray; the more you pray for 
faith, the leſs you have; the more you pray 


| againſt temptations, the more they beſet you. 


Is not this as we ſaid, the corn muſt. go back- 


| ward before it comes forward? Was it not 
| ſo with Abraham and Sarah, the longer they 
E prayed, the elder they grew, | 
But you think your ſins grow, ſtronger by 
prayer. No! this cannot be. Only you feel 
ſin more than you did before. It is not becauſe 
ſin is ſtronger, but becauſe you are ſounder: for 
theſe motions of ſin, are not motions of life, but 


ſymptoms of death. Take comfort, the pangs 


of death are now upon your laſts; they are 
© ſtruggling for life. Keep on your, prayers, and 
= ſoon you will have a happy deliverance. _ 
But you ſay, your comforts come too late, I 
am quite wearied out. Never ſay it is too late, 


ſo long as God bids you Frag. and you can pray, 
and God's people have hearts to pray for you. 


| If Peter be delivered by midnight or by day- 
break, it is as well, as if he had been out a month 
before. God does not delay, becauſe he will 


not grant, but becauſe he would quicken you, 
and ſtir you up to aſk with greater earneſtneſs. 


If your petition be not according to his will, 


never make it; but if it be, never leave it. 


Keep on praying, as they did in the text, until 
Peter came in among them. Remember the 
poor widow, and learn from her not to be faint 
4 | Me 
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or weary in your prayers — She had to deal with 
a judge, and not a father — a hard rigorous 
judge, and ſhe was alone, a ſimple orator, and 
yet ſhe carried her ſuit by her importunity. It 
a judge that' neither feared God nor regarded 
man, could'thus be won, ſhall not God avenge 
his own elect, who cry day and night unto him, 
although he bear long with them? What an 
encouragement 1s this to continuance in prayer, 
though God ſhould' delay long! We here ſer 
that his delays are not denials. O Lord help 
our faith, that having precept, promiſe, God; 
ſervants, God's own bleſſed ſon, on our fide, 
we may never be put off with any delay ; but 
may have ſtrength to keep on our ſuit, ſo Jon 
as an hour or a minute is left. Let us pray wit 
faith and patience, not doubting but God wil 
bring about our deliverance, not only after de- 
lays, but after all human means fail, which i; 
the fourth circumſtance in the hiſtory before us, 

worthy-of our attention. 
Many perſons are apt to be ſtumbled, when 
they ſee no outward means of deliverance. Al- 
though they have the word of promiſe in their 
hands, yet they are tempted to think their caſe 
deſperate, when they ſee no way open to eſcape. 
And when this comes after many and long de- 
_ lays, it is often diſcouraging. But we ſhould con- 
fider that the Lord never wants means. St. Peter 
had good reaſon to ſay from his own experience, 
„The Lord knoweth how to deliver his peo- 
+ ple.” —He is never at a loſs. If they know 
how to pray, he always knows how to deliver. 
 Hiswiſdom is infinite to find out means, his power 
is almighty to carry them jnto execution, " 


„ 

if need be to create them. He is the Lord of 
hoſts, all creatures, and all elements obey him. 
If we want his help at land or ſea, he is Lord 
of all. If we be in priſon, he can open any jail. 
He can make ſtrangers and enemies, yea all 
things work together for our good. Look not 
then at the want of means, but at his promiſe, 
who can work without means, and againſt means. 
Caſt thy care upon God, and he will care for 
thee. Is thy burden poverty? Caſt it upon him, 
and he will help thee. Is it ſin or ſorrow ? 
Whatever it be, he can bear it, and diſcharge 
_.: 

But ſtill thou art afraid, thou ſeeſt no means. 
Suppoſe they had reaſoned, in Peter's caſe, as 
| thou doſt? If we had a friend at court to uſe 
his intereſt with Herod, or if we had a friend in 
| the watch whom we could bribe, or if the jailor 
| would ſuffer us to come at Peter, then we might 
have ſome hopes, but now all human means fail 
us, why need we pray any longer ? They had 
more faith than to reaſon in this manner. They 
| knew, that God had means out of our reach. 
If men could not deliver Peter, an angel ſhould. 
| If thou believeſt, he will find or create means 
to deliver thee. All things are poſſible to him 
that believeth. 1 1 
Blut thou ſeeſt ſo many difficulties in the way, 
that thy caſe ſeems deſperate, and it is not poſ- 
ſible to help thee. What are difficulties to him, 


| who ſpeaks the word, and all nature obeys, 


His power is ſhut out of no place, and is every 
| where almighty. Does thy caſe require more 
power than Peter's did? Go to the priſon, there 
is a ſtrong guard. Paſs the guard, * a 
e e 


A "Paſs it, here is a in Get throu oh 
it, there is an iron gate — and come at laſt to 
Peter, he is chained faſt to two men. What do 
all theſe avail againſt God ? If Peters friends 
can break through theſe diſcouragements to. 
prayer, God will break through theſe and 2 
thoufand more to their comfort. 
O but, ſays weak faith, God works no won- 
ders at preſent.” No? What is not his nane 
fill, the wonderful God? Is not his power and 
lis wiſdom as great: as ever? Are not his promiſes 
as good ? Is not his love and our want of it, a; 
much as ever? Have we not ſtill the ſame loving 
faviour, and the ſame intereſt in him? All things 
ſtand, as they did before. And if we uſe the former 
means, we ſhall infallibly find the former ſucceſ;, 
and God will do exceeding abundantly above all 
rhat we caneitheraſkor think. We have the Lord's 
Promiſe for this, and our own experience. What 
man is there any way acquainted with God and 
this holy duty, who ever found his prayers un- 
ſuccefsfol! When didſt thou ever ſpeak to thy 
| heavenly father, but he anſwered thee with ſome 
eeaſe or ſome comfort? When didſt thou ever 
pray, but thy heart was ſomewhat refreſhed? 
Fear not then but the Lord will ſtill do won- 
ders ? Is any thing too hard for God? Has he 
made any romiſe, that he cannot perform! 
No certainly. Faith finds no variableneſs in 
him, nor ſhadow of turning, but experiences 
him to be the God that heareth prayer, the ſame 
yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 
The hifftory would afford many more practi- 
eal remarks, but here I ſtop. Let theſe four 
ſuffice. Firft, When God intends to 1 
1 75 is 
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his people out of any trouble, he puts it into 
their hearts to pray for deliverance. Secondly, 
Their prayers are always ſucceſsful — Although, 
Thirdly, God delays to give them an anſwer for 
ſome time. — And Fourthiy, When he does an- 
ſwer, he wants no means to bring about his gra- 
cious | cn My chriſtian brethren, con- 
ſider theſe particulars with attention, and ſee 
whether there be not great reaſon for you to 
beg of God that he would give you at this time 
the ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication. If he does 
not make us a praying people, it may be feared 
that he will give us over to deſtruction : for 
look around you. See the troubles of Europe. 
Does not your heart bleed, for the ſhedding of 
ſo much chriſtian blood? Examine the ſtate of 
the chriſtian churches. What coldneſs and dead- 
nels is there in ſome ? And how greatly are they, 
who have a little -life, oppoſed and perſecuted ? 
Conſider the danger, that threatens the proteſ- 
tant intereſt, Are not theſe ſo many loud calls 
upon you to uſe your intereſt with God, that he 
would put a ſtop to theſe general calamuties ? 
And then look around this kingdom, and fee 
whether it does not ſtand in need of your prayers : 


| Is there any corner of the iſland, wherein vice 


does not abound ? And does not the number of 
{wearers and curſers far exceed the number of 
thoſe who mourn and pray; yea fo far, that I 
fear for one prayer, there are a thouſand oaths 
and profane curſes ?. And though God has been 


puniſhing us, yet we are neither reformed nor 


humbled. We neither deny oufſelves our di- 
verſions nor our ſins. Long have we been de- 
clining, and now our friends abroad and at 

V'. . 


home are encompaſſed with ſins ſo provoking, 
with enemies ſo numerous and mighty, that we 
are brought to this extremity, we muſt either 
make our way through all by prayer, or elſe we 
E The imagination of man cannot deviſe 
how we ſhould long ſubſiſt under our preſſing 
evils, unleſs we call in mercy and help from 
heaven. Let us then make God our refuge and 
itrength, and we ſhall find him a very preſent 
help in trouble. Let ſo many of us as know 
what our intereſt is in God, and what the power 
of prayer is, now in earneſt addreſs ourſelves to 
this duty. And we need not fear, but ſince God 
allows us a time for prayer, he will alſo find a 
time tor our dehverance from all our troubles. 
But here is our greateſt danger — The Lord's 
people are not ſtirred up to be hearty and ear- 
neſt in praying to fee an end of theſe troubles. 
There ſeems to be among them a great coolne!s 
and back wardneſs to the duty. This is the worſt 
lign of the times. We have but one remedy, 
and that we do not take. My chriſtian friends 
and brethren, if this be your caſe, beg of God 
to give you the ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication. 
I have been urging you by ſeveral motives to do 
your duty in theſe troubleſome times : you ſee 
and know what it is, now go and practiſe it. 
Your weapon is prayer, may God give you 
grace to ule it. If you uſe it with faith, it will 
prevail, yea it will be almighty, in heaven and 
earth. Whatever you want, prayer can ſupply 
you. Do you want your corruptions abated ? 
Pray againſt them. Would you have your 
graces increaſed? Pray for them. Would you 
have the affſicted churches comforted ? and our 
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own church and kingdom reſtored to peace and 
tranquillity ? 'You may relieve them by prayer. 
If God intends to try us with greater troubles 
and perſecutions, prayer is neceſſary, that you 
may be fitted for them. On all theſe accounts 


you cannot but ſee, that there is great need of 


prayer, and it you do pray, that there are great 
hopes, of ſucceſs. Oh then let us lay aſide all 


 trifling matters, and attend ſtrictly to this. Let 


us leave off ſo much talking about what belongs 
to ſtateſmen, let our ſubject be what belongs to 
private chriſtians. Let us pray more, and talk 


| leſs. Let us ſpeak more to God, and leſs of 


men. Speak as much as you will for men, but 
ſay nothing againſt them out of an ordinance. 
Whatever you have to ſay againſt them, let it 
be in prayer to God for them. This is the 


& chriſtian's duty, and God grant it may be the 


chriſtian's practice. SONS 
Let me leave this one conſideration upon your 
minds. When the public exerciſes of the Lord's- 


Day are ended, take up the Bible, and read the 
hiſtory we have been meditating upon. See 


| whether it does not contain more encourage- 


ments to pray for the peace of our Feruſalem than 
I have now uſed — And while your heart is warm 
with the ſubject, put it in practice. Go to the 

throne of grace at the appointed hour, and uſe 


| your intereſt with him that ſitteth upon the 
| throne. Don't ſpend your evening in talking of 
other mens matters, but mind your own duty. 


The leſs they mind theirs — the more ſhould you 


| pray for them. And inſtead of prating, as I 


hear many profeſſors of religion prate, Oh 
that we might have more public faſts, more 
* public 
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formations, Sc.“ get thee into thy cloſet, and 
ſet about thy own reformation as ſoon as thou 
wilt. Pray and faſt, as long as thou wilt, and 


the more thou groweſt in grace, the more wilt 


thou pray for others, as well as thyſelf. Let us 
all then with one heart, and one voice now be- 
gin, and God grant we may pray without ceaſing, 
as they did in the text, until we obtain the like 
deliverance. And what ſweeter, what more 
ſuitable, what more devout words can we find 
wherewith to conclude, than the collect of our 
church for this day. 1 

- £* Almighty and everlaſting God, who doſt 
“ govern all things in heaven and earth, mer- 


„ cifully hear the ſupplications of thy people, 
and grant us thy peace all the days of our lite 
* through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen.“ 


For farther encouragement to practiſe the du- 


ty recommended in this diſcourſe, ſee a little tract 
entitled — En Earneſt Invitation to the Friends © 
the eſtabliſhed Church to ſet apart one Hour ii 


every Week for Prayer and Supplication during ili 


= _. preſent troubleſome Times, &c. Printed for J. 
Worrall in Bell-yard, and E. Withers in Fleet 


Breet. Price One Penny, or Six Shillings an 
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